
BBC 500-Word Writing Competition  

 

Reading and Writing are great hobbies to pursue.  

We know that children who achieve a good standard of reading are better equipped to unlock the wider curric-

ulum. Reading for pleasure, meanwhile, has long been considered as ‘the single most important indicator of a 

child’s future success’. Reading develops vocabulary, cultivates independence and fires up the imagination. It 

fosters a love of words and broadens vocabularies. We learn through reading, deepening knowledge and un-

derstanding.   

While all of the above is at the forefront of our minds when designing our English Curriculum and refining our 

teaching practice, it is crucial that we remember the wider benefits of reading and writing.  

We often speak about the escapism that a great book offers; we know that reading is a valuable tool in reduc-

ing stress and promoting well-being. To cut a long story short, the many benefits of reading are widely recog-

nised!  

But what about the benefits of creative writing? 

I once heard reading described as ‘breathing in’ and writing described as ‘breathing out’ – this has stayed with 

me over the years. Creative Writing not only allows us to live in someone else’s shoes, it gives us the freedom 

and power to decide in which direction those shoes walk. Like all the teachers here at Mevagissey, I love crea-

tive writing and it is my favourite lesson to teach. It is a highlight of a teacher’s day when we see a child read 

back their work and smile with pride – impressed with their own writing skill.  

This brings me on to the BBC 500 Word Competition… 

The BBC 500 Word Competition is back. This year, we are hoping to get all the children involved. In Year 6, we 

will be writing a 500-word story linked to Holes, our class novels. It will be a Western Adventure story and I 

know the children will be desperate to pen some masterpieces.  

We also want the children to have a go at writing stories at home. The link below will take you to some fantas-

tic resources that will help you write a smashing story. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/learning-resources-7-11/zp2dxg8 
What is the BBC 500 Word Competition? 

Since the competition was first launched in 2011 by Chris Evans on the Radio 2 Breakfast Show, it has received 

over one million stories from children throughout the UK. 

This year, the two age categories will be 5-7 year-olds and 8-11 year-olds. 

Children of all abilities are encouraged to use their creativity and imagination to write a story they would love 

to read without the pressure of having to worry about spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Our brilliant 500 Word judges are back: award-winning and best-selling authors Frank Cottrell-Boyce, Francesca 

Simon, Charlie Higson, and former children’s laureate, Malorie Blackman. We are delighted to say that this year 

there will be a new addition to the panel, TV legend, children's author and World Book Day ambassador, Sir 

Lenny Henry. The judges will be casting their expert eyes over the final 50 stories. You can find out why they 

are perfect judges here. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/learning-resources-7-11/zp2dxg8


We are also very lucky that once again the competition has been given the royal seal of approval and has the 

support of Her Majesty, The Queen 

This year, BBC Breakfast will be hosting the competition supported by us on BBC Teach. The winners will be 

featured in a special 500 Word programme with The One Show, on World Book Day on 7 March 2024. 

Our very own Miss Ashley-Cooper has also been confirmed as a judge for this prestigious competition!  

Image prompts are a great way of stimulating the imagination. Children and parents alike, set a fifteen-minute 

timer and write about the image below. Where do the stairs lead? What can you smell? Is the main character 

frightened or curious? Can the main character hear footsteps? Is the main character being followed? Enjoy!  

Secondary Transfer Application Deadline Reminder 
 

The closing date for secondary transfer applications is fast approaching: 
 

 *31 OCTOBER 2023* 
 

Please ensure you apply before this deadline. 

Polite Reminder 

School Photo orders need to be placed by 9th October 2023 





Harvest Festival 

We will be supporting St Austell Foodbank with food donations and 

would be very grateful if you could send your child in with a donation. 

Please see poster below with items that they require. 

We will be collecting donations in our Harvest Assembly. 

Thank you! 



Class Attendance this week 

Starfish                        98.4% 

Dolphins                      94.1% 

Lobsters                       94.1% 

Jellyfish                         100% 

Seals                              96.3% 

Sea Turtles                   98.5% 

Attendance Cup Winners  

this week were: 

Jellyfish Class with 

    100% attendance!   

Well Done! 

 



Kindness Cup 

Jack in Yr6 for being kind and polite to staff 

Wonderful Writer 

Ashton in Dolphin Class 



PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR SCHOOL LUNCHES VIA PARENTPAY 

NEW MENU FOR AFTER HALF TERM IS NOW ON PARENTPAY FOR YOU TO BOOK YOUR 

CHILD’S LUNCHES. YOU ARE ABLE TO BOOK AS MANY WEEKS IN ADVANCE AS YOU WOULD 

LIKE. 



Autumn Diary Dates 

Tuesday 10th October Football and Netball fixture—Home against Fowey 

Wednesday 11th October YrR Harvest Festival song — parents of Reception class all invited. 
2.45pm start in Reception classroom.  The side gate will be open. 

Friday 13th October Harvest Festival assembly—9.15 am Yr1—Yr6 parents welcome 

Donations welcomed for St. Austell Foodbank 

Monday 16th  -  20th October 

Monday  23rd  -  27th October 

Inset Week 

Half Term 

Monday 30th October Start of Term 

Monday 30th October PTFA Halloween Disco 

Tuesday 7th November Football and Netball fixture—Away against Lostwithiel 

Thursday 9th November Early Help Drop In Session 2—3.30pm 

Wednesday 22nd November Yr1 Hearing Screening 

Tuesday 28th November Football and Netball fixture—Home against Gorran 

Monday 4th December 

 

 

Last week of Clubs 

Friday 15th December Last day of term 1.30pm finish 

Monday 18th Dec—Friday 5th Jan Christmas Holidays 

Monday 8th January Start of term 

Monday  15th January Start of clubs 

Tuesday 16th January Football and Netball fixture—Away against Bishop Bronescombe 

Tuesday 30th January  Football and Netball fixture—Home against Pondhu 

Tuesday 6th February Football and Netball fixture—Away against Tywardreath 

Monday 12th —Friday 16th February Half Term 

Monday 19th February  Start of Term 

Monday 19th—23rd February  Yr3 swimming 

Monday 4th—8th March  Yr1 and Yr2 swimming 

Thursday 7th March  World Book Day—come dressed as your favourite book character 

Monday 18th—Friday 22nd March Yr4 and Yr5 swimming 

Monday 18th March Last week of clubs 

Thursday 28th March Last day of term 1.30pm finish 

Thurs 28th Mar—Fri 12th April Easter Holidays 

Monday 15th April Start of Term 

Monday 22nd April Start of Clubs 

This week has been 'Dyslexia Awareness week'. 
 

Having dyslexia can bring its challenges but it also shapes experience and perspective and makes you Uniquely You. We want to inspire 
everyone to value and appreciate individuals with dyslexia. 
 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/support-us/awareness-events 

Follow this link for more information. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bdadyslexia.org.uk%2Fsupport-us%2Fawareness-events&data=05%7C01%7Cmevagisseysecretary%40mev.celtrust.org%7Cbb39f55421bf4212b4e008dbc3e2eaac%7C724c0a5749814d1c8f7a17e33a23eff3%7C0%7C0%7C6383


Term Dates  

2024- 2025 Term Dates 
  
Autumn Term 1 2024: Wednesday 4th September— Thursday 17th October 
 
Autumn Term 2 2024: Monday 4th November —Friday 20th December 
 
Spring Term 1 2025: Monday 6th January—Friday 7th February 
 
Spring Term 2 2025: Monday 17th February—Friday 4th April 
 
Summer Term 1 2025: Tuesday 22nd April —Friday 23rd May 
 
Summer Term 2 2025: Monday 2nd June—Friday 25th July 
 
INSET DAYS 
 
Tuesday 3rd September 2024 
 
Friday 18th October 2024 
 
Monday 28th, Tuesday 29th, Wednesday 30th, Thursday 31st October and Friday 1st November 2024 

Term Dates 

2023—2024 Term Dates 
Autumn Term 1 2023: Tuesday 5th September— Friday 13th October 

Autumn Term 2 2023: Monday 30th October —Friday15th December 

Spring Term 1 2024: Monday 8th January—Friday 9th February 

Spring Term 2 2024: Monday 19th February—Thursday 28th March 

Summer Term 1 2024: Monday 15th April—Friday 24th May 

Summer Term 2 2024: Monday 3rd June—Friday 26th July 

INSET DAYS 

Friday 1st and Monday 4th September 2023 

Monday 16th Tuesday 17th, Wednesday 18th, Thursday 19th and Friday 20th October 2023 

 



Please note this  Harvest Assembly is parents of our Yr1 through to our Yr6 children. 

Reception children will be holding their very own Harvest Festival Assembly. 



 



 



£3 School discount code when you use the code 'FWZ571' at checkout.    

https://saints-southwest.class4kids.co.uk/camp  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsaints-southwest.class4kids.co.uk%2Fcamps&data=05%7C01%7Cmevagisseysecretary%40mev.celtrust.org%7C37099de376ed44e0bf8508dbb91ab240%7C724c0a5749814d1c8f7a17e33a23eff3%7C0%7C0%7C63830729659403371





